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States in the last fifteen years has recently increased very rapidly. 
In spite, however, of the efforts of President Taft to demonstrate 
that the official leaders of the Republican party recognise the need 
for a cautious but thorough-going revision of the tariff, the history 
of the revision of 1909 does not encourage anticipations that, even 
should Mr. Taft continue to occupy the Presidential chair, the 
changes in the tariff would be likely to diminish appreciably its 
protective effect, whilst with any other Republican President the 
prospects are yet fainter The Democratic party, now in a majorlty 
in Congress, have indeed put forward drastic proposals, but the 
experiences of 1893-94, when the Wilson tariff was in course of 
preparation, are a warning against exaggerated hopes of what they 
may find possible should they capture the Presidency. 

In fact, the recent history of the two great American political 
parties in their relation to the tariff shows clearly that the moderate 
Protectionists in the Republican party have never been able to 
restrain the extremists, whilst in the Democratic party the more 
advanced advocates of Free Trade have been neither numerous nor 
influential enough to prevent the bulk of the party in the American 
legislature from yielding to the pressure of local interests. Miss 
Tarbell, already well-known as the historian of the Standard Oil 
Trust, endeavours in the volume now before us to prove that, as a 
result, the general public opinion of the United States with respect 
to the tariff has never found proper expression in the various legis- 
lative enactments; that the tariff history of the United States is, in 
fact, the story of the "defeat of the popular will." There is 
doubtless a good deal to be said for this contention, but we are 
afraid that few except the already converted will be convinced by 
Miss Tarbell's work. The book, which is a history, with commentary, 
of the United States tariff and the discussion thereon since the Civil 
War, is well and vigorously written; it has a number of interesting 
brief character sketches of United States politicians; it contains a 
large amount of information; and it puts the case against the general 
course of United States tariff policy with considerable force. But 
it is openly and uncompromisingly partisan; no evidence is offered 
for many of its statements; no references are given-even where 
they are badly needed; and it cannot compare in sobriety of judg- 
ment or reliability with the histories of writers so opposed to one 
another in their views as Taussig and Stanwood. It is instructive 
and suggestive; we have no doubt that it will be useful to the party 
with which Miss Tarbell's sympathies lie; but its value for the 
independent student can only be small. P.A. 

6.-An introduetion to Eugenics. By W. C. D. Whetham and 
C. D. Whetham. 66 pp., 8vo. Cambridge: Bowes and Bowes, 1912. 
Price is. net. 

The distinguished physicist, Mr. W. C. D. Whetham, and his 
wife have devoted considerable attention to the subject of eugenics, 
the pamphlet under notice being the fourth work by the same hands 
dealing with this department of sociology which has appeared since 
1908. 
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The object of the present volume is to serve as an introduction 
to the study of eugenics, and will, we think, serve a useful purpose, 
since it is agreeably written. Some of the more important objects 
of modern statistical research are described in a clear and interesting 
way, while the bibliographical appendix will be valuable to those 
desirous of seeking fuller information. In view of the turn which 
Mr. and Mrs. Whetham's recent studies have taken, one would have 
expected them, however, to be somewhat more fully acquainted with 
the fundamental notions of modern statistics. Thus, they write 
(p. 9): "For instance, if we measure the height of all the sons of 
very tall fathers, we shall find that, on the average of large 
numbers, they exceed the mean stature of the race by about half as 
much as do their fathers. This result is expressed in technical 
language by saying that the 'coefficient of correlation' of height 
between fathers and sons is one half, or 5." 

Presumably by "coefficient of correlation" the authors mean 
coefficient of regression, which is, of course, only equal to the 
coefficient of correlation when the standard deviations of the two 
variables are the same. In view of the fact that the coefficient of 
correlation is often used to measure the association between 
characters widely different one from the other in respect of varia- 
bility, this is a regrettable slip. With the rapid popularisation of 
statistical methods for studying sociological problems, there is no 
little danger of overlooking the ambiguities and fallacies which arise 
in interpreting coefficients of correlation. M.G. 

7.-The village laboure), 1760-1832. A study in the government 
of England before the Reform Bill. By J. L. Hammond and Barbara 
Hammond. x + 418 pp., 8vo. London: Longmans and Co., 1911. 
Price gs. 

The authors describe this as the first fruits of an attempt to 
describe the life of the village poor, and a second volume is promised, 
which will treat of the town worker. They claim that two subjects 
are for the first time fully discussed, viz., the actual method and 
procedure of Parliamentary inclosure, and the labourers' rising of 
1830. To both subjects they have devoted assiduous study, and the 
results of their research challenge the serious attention of all who 
are concerned in social questions generally or in problems connected 
with the land in particular. The authors have examined in detail 
a number of inclosure awards, and the summaries of many of 
them, presented in the appendix, are especially valuable as a contri- 
bution to a question about which discussion is almost as keen at the 
beginning of the twentieth century as it was at the beginning of the 
nineteenth. The authors are convinced that the ills of the poor 
which they describe with so much force were due to inclosure, but 
they do not appear to have made up their minds whether or no 
general inclosure was justified. They say they are " not concerned 
to enquire into the truth of the view that the sweeping policy of 
inclosure increased the productivity and resources of the State," but 
such an enquiry is, nevertheless, extremely relevant. If inclosure on 
a large scale was essential in the public interest-and it is difficult 
to contemplate the continuance in a civilised and densely-populated 
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